AFTER   EVEREST
sins in India, and a Britisher like myself who likes to get4
move on and, having a lot of things to do in the day, is
often in a hurry, feels it very hard not to be impatient.
I find myself often humiliated by the extreme patience-
and courtesy of Indians in contrast to my own hastiness
and brusque manners. Unfortunately, at Neyyoor, we
have got considerably more to do than merely watching
the rice grow, and one simply must hustle, and get other
people to hustle, too. Many of our workers are efficient—
and true efficiency gets things done quickly without fuss
and hurrying. That is what we aim at, but when it doesn't
go quite smoothly—well, I fear I fail to show the patience
which one ought to show, and at which the Indians are so
exemplary.
I have seen a local-government building surrounded by ,
people, some of whom had been there, living on its verandas,
for a week or more. The bribe required before their busi-
ness can be attended to is too high, and they just camp
out and wait for it to come down to a price they can
afford. In our hospital, we often see the same thing. We
charge a fee for operation; the patient thinks it is too
high, and is quite content, if the disease is not too urgent,
to wait until the fees come down. The other day, a little
girl was brought to Neyyoor by her father for the removal
of a large tumour in her jaw. With the tumour she was
unmarriageable, unless the father was prepared to give an
immense dowry with her. Without it she would be quite a
pretty girl, and require a much smaller dowry to get her
off the shelf. So the operation would save the family a
considerable sum of money—probably two thousand rupees
or more. They were fairly well off, and we were only
charging a hundred rupees for the operation. A very
moderate sum—only seven pounds sterling—and we could
not think of " coming down/' as the hospital has got to
be run somehow. But the girl's father thought it too
much, and he took a lodging in Neyyoor village, and
waited. After three weeks, the fee didn't come down, so
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